
A"'*8

999BSMHN.W.
Wt*fc«ian.D.C 204*3

KK COMPLAINT FILED WITH THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

MUR*

I m • «miMnd vaMr.

CB RilOp

• don ftimd of Rom*. ^

pi^B^ii«imtoi«tlhm^Ort^

Ha taw
IK, •

aotftttMdyuMdlm

tot

U^^m ^^OBW W

|nipq
pli BttPPi PMBi BBMT

ftV^ ff ̂ MB^J•• UI1BHI
aQdv/byaMl

•ad ft* Romoy offldrii« quond in te Sak Ukt THbuMMide
BwFBCvouldniOBrnvQMBflMtoYiDclnBrooiBrLDdividBBiiOf

oonlributiQra te travri to ttw Jon dl <!•/ (

• .̂—-̂  tt» ^^m* L»««B̂ .«Ĵ M|̂ .̂  .̂ .̂ tfl ^k^Ja^kfl1• HUB D i^f B.OWMQIB •»• DBIIVL



RECEIVED
FEDERAL ELECTION
m COMMISSION
OFFICE OF GENERAL

COUNSEL

httpi-y/www^tribxx)m/cL6258798

Did Utahn violate contribution taws by paying for Romney volunteers*
flight to Boston?
By Thomas Burr
The Stft Lake Tribune
Article Last Updated: 06/29/2007 0936:10 AM MDT

WASHINGTON- A UnAsupporte
ISO peopto to a Boston campaign fondnUser- a possible Ufegalc^^

(Nl
fM Kem Gartner, a ctoaeiKend of ftomncy.toU
jj penonally paid $150,000 to charter a Jet Blue pUM to fly the Utahns to Boston fcrRonmey's
Q second national call day- an event where voluitfeenwocfced the phones, called friends, family
<3& and busincsi associates to buikl up donations for R^^
(M

Asked whether the passengers rt^bursedhim,C3ardnerrq)liedno, ^justpwdfbrit"

Federal Election Commission rules allow a donor to travel to a fundraiser at his or her own
cost, but since the people in this case were actually flying to an evert and then volunteering to
raise money for a campaign, a payment of their travel ty a private person may violate the
election rul6s» experts say.

"ft would certainly seem the cost of the flight would constitute an tn4undcontributk)n," says
Paul Ryan, the fBC program director and assodate legal coimsd at the nonpartisan, nonprofit
Campaign Legal Center in Washington.

Romney campaign aides vigorously dispute that aisy campaign laws were vfolat^
the nature of the Boston event allowed them to fly supporters to the east coast

Campaign finance authorities sty that federal kwlhnto the amoum a per^
presidential campaign to $2,300 and GardDer has alreadjy contributed
campaign. While the volunteers cc^ddhaYepaklthebownwaytogettoBostDnorthe
campaign couU have footed the Mil 1^
volunteers across the country to a campaign event

"Ifs hard to see how h would not be an illegal cofltributionf
HsaysAm1ionyCorrado,a

professor of government at Colby College fa Maine who specializes in camapaign finances.

Gardner, however, says he doesnt believe there b a problem with him paying for the flight
"They don't care how you get there," he said this week.



Benjamin Ginsberg, counsel to Romne/s campaign says there are two "vefyimportamanl
crucial distortions" in ibis cue. The taw ii cfear that there are dtfferenro bet
event and a fiBdnUng event and the travel •

"Federal election law permits donors and supporter* to pay for their own transportation and
lodgfaigooatiwhenattendiiigort-of-ta^
"Moat importantly, this tnwel was anaiiged between iiidividiialsactmg on u^

Ginsberg adds that the FBC doesn't include people tnnreling to campaign ftindraising events as
part of any in-kind contribution rules. TebM law icquto

^ wstsonhytfaniiidividualisacaiii|)aigntn^^
^ political committee," he s«d.
'?r
(\i An ennail obtained by The Tribune laid out the plan for the char^^
rsj passenger to front $200 to "hold" a seat It was unclear whether that money was returned, but
^ Gfffdnersudhepeidfbrtheflight

O
i7> Romne/s campaign said other campaigns shouU be asked whether they believe the cost of
<NI ti«vdioraoV]nortogotoanjndreiserbanuv4dndcontri

A lawyer for a Republican competitor responded that, "As a standard procedure the cost of
donors attending fundnising dinners, is not an in-kind contributk)n. However, the campaign
must pay for or account for travel by persons working on behalf of the campaign."

"Tne "however1 argument absolutely proves my pomt," coimtered Kevin Madden, spokesman
for Romney's campaign. "These contributors were attending a fmaixx event that was clearly
and explicitly a fundraising event The law is clear and teapplicadon to mis fondrabing event
is exact.

Ryan of the Campaign Legal Center says the campaign has a way out of the situation, by
paying Gardner back for the cost of the Jet charter.

The Campaign Legal Center is headed by Trevor Potter, the legal counsel for Ronrne/s 2008
rival, Sen. Jblm McCain, R-Ariz. Bm Potter is n^
or issue, according to the center.
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UM MNHlay, tte Bowney ounpabjiln^
dcnoHriptd not only the BMdcrn ratord for political donattom rahed In a ilaaje day, bat the paradlBB of what a campalajn
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(M workhnj tbdr Rolodeus and dlaltaf for daltan. Unlike a typical holer room operation ran oat of a hole-hMhe-wall, Ronwey1!
"NaUanal CaH Day" wai atafed In a fjant convention center, with old and new media on hand to record all the action.
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